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This * Bibliogra^ihic Guide* to sources of black 
literature is intended to be an instruftent for staff developient for 
groups of professionals and paraprofessionals vho have regular 
day*to*day contact vith black children and vho vish to obtain a 
deeper understanding of black culture. The presentation is divided 
into five categories^ each accompanied by interpretative stateaents 
vhich offer a conceptual fraeevork vithin vhich the relevance of the 
references can aore cKarly be understood. The initial section^ 
**General Historical Sources* » ic concerned vith eaterials that 
provide coeprehensive accounts of black history. *History vith a 
Psychological Perspective* » presents references that discuss 
psychologically the effects of s history of discrieinative 
oppression. *Socio*History*» looks at those references concerned vitu 
the behavior of individuals and groups in the light of social 
factors. The fourth section presents selected digests of tie 
activities of the protest ftovesent^ vhile section 5 suggests 
biographies of Kegro leaders. (CS) 
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PRKFACi: 

During thlB prrlod of ethnic conrtclotiflnefls — Block and othervlae — 
we, especially htunan service personnel audi as teachers and soclrtl »crvlce 
perflon8, must have a true knowleOge and a representative understandlnc; of 
one another, Kach of otir presence and contributions In the historical 
tapestry of this country and the world haH to be recognized and respected. 
This ethnic coniiclousness tnust be comprehended If our social, economic, 
and human divisions are co be mended and their Injustices remedied. 

**BlblloRraphlcal Guide" Is Intended to be an Instrument for staff 
development. The primary target population Is that group of professionals 
and paraprofcsslonals who have regular day-to-day contact with black children, 
and who, by past experience, have had few qualitative Interactions with these 
children* Most assuredly. If a teacher Is to effectively and sincerely 
relate to a group of children or people who for some reason Is different 
from her, then It Is Important that she have some substantive knowledge of 
that gioup* This Is Imperative when the planned and unplanned activities 
of a society warp and disfigure the past and attempt, at various levels of 
consciousness, to Inhibit the future development of that child and his group* 

This bibliography's largest contribution will be In the area of 
(1) markedly sensitizing target audiences and other persons to a people 
and an experience through the tnedlum of literature and (2) stimulating 
further Interest and study In this literature* The references cited both 
In the text and bibliography are suggested references* Hopefully, there 
will be other references the reader may be able to add* 
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*'m» irUimln)* t>Lirk .'iW;irnT«*HM in i\ rump I cti'ly • 
MoJt « J .MoLih 1 1> ^ offiuHWi* ^lul lc*f^Jtim.UG way 
I.* ,h il i^^iiti t\w J.imfif^lng oirrctH or rficUm. 
iJ.iiK rv'.n riir^s Is the n^cof^nlt ton of the 
■tiiiu^ili .niJ ilrl iTminat ton of pi'ople to »ur- 
\ A\nt (hrlvf^ inuli'r extreme Imritfihlp. But 
t*l ii ^ ts Ai 1 nnA_ America* ft is the study 

jp'/TiM Lit ion of all the adaptive tools 
hKnk?* h.iv*^ from Af rtcan-lnf luenced 

SiMi>:s to church-doacon boards, to men who 
UcUt two Johs, to disciplined black folks sing- 
iii>:> "Wi' Shall Overcome" to the fiery oratory 
of rfalcolm X* It Is the blues of Beool* 
Smttli and the "Joy" of Oscar Brown, Jr*, ths 
Jazz of John Coltrane and the opera of Leon- 
tyne Price* Black Is the lively atmosphere 
of the street and the bar on Saturday night, 
and the same atmosphere In the choir on Sun- 
day morning. (But, given black variety, black 
can be a very restrained choir too.) Black Is 
electric Ian, dltch-dlgger , and doctor * It Is 
the glorification of all these things to 
^Jve blacks a sense of self-esteem comparable 
to wiiat wliltes derive from glorifying the pio- 
neers hJazlng a trail to the West and George 
.A^'asiiiagton cfOiislng the Delaware*" 

James Comer 1972 



! ti^ttv.ipc ac providing a bibliographical reference zo 

- 1/^ ^- -J. f M*^ K iiLeracure. This bibliography is noc intended to 
.1 ^.iHM*^ t-iU' ^(Su<M ^'bibliography/' The attempt here Is to provide 
^ V./.- ;:it loi; of categorical references while making pertinent Inter- 
jui[.KWt* statoments relevant to the specific category* These 
statifments are not Intended to be detailed analyses of each cate- 
gory; the Interpretative statements offer a conceptual framework 
wlMtiti wUitih the iettlttU4H0» af ^hm ^mtPtiBW^n «rtdr# t^ltf«*t-ly bp 
understood * 

The presentation is divided Into five major catagorlaa* Tha 
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idit » M ill I <:»*n»*rMl lUMtorjcrtl Soiir ceft , 1« concerned with mat- 

. 1 i 1 1 itMt fMiivliii* riiiiii>rrlK*n8lve accounts of hlArk htfttory* Sec- 
t i**tt hirJory Wlt^h A PgycholoB_i cal Perspective , preftpntft ref* 

oii'tii'i's tli;it iMmMi6«i nome. of lite significant data that loolcs at the 
oxpiTfiMucs ;im1 existence of a people with an Interest In psychology 
liMHy Interpret liif* the effects of a history of discriminative op- 
pre8»t(>n* Soc lo-Hlstory , section three, la closely skin to section 
tw<i* TMr Ccite^ory looks at those references concerned with the 
1u*li;w1or of ln<tlvldualf3 and groups In light of social factors. It 
viows the behavior of Individuals and groups In terms of Imposed, 
and sel f-assutned , statuses and roles, and the relationships of an In- 
dividual's status and roles to the total pattern and trend of 
sc:;tii£ies r^tsd roles of che surrounding group(s) and communities* The 
ir^zerp.ay netweeci the psychological and the sociological sections can 
oc: so^n c leariy . 

f he t^C Dzesz Movemenc * section four^ Is an Integral part of the 
locai historical picture of Mack Americans. It transcends the 
otncr ^.acefiorical groupings* Probably no other major factor could 
liavc stimulated the Increasingly large amounts of scholarly atten- 
tion presently channelled toward the multl-varled study of "the 
black experience/' Section four presents some of the most fruitful 
digests of the activities of the protest movement* 

Section five presents a few biographical refersncsa of Inter- 
esting and populsr persons. A full bibliography Is Included. 



I I t. I. fH ;fui v is ,in niLempt to roflcct the role MrtcK Amer- 
li.in; li iv-r pLivt'il ii\ the flDvolopment and progretia of mankind. As 
w.is i I hisi riUivl In i^ula Hsrlan'n book. The Negro In American Hl>- 
torv, a portion of the Impetus for black history was a need for 
;i Ji'ri*nsD ;if^alnst the Ignobly discriminative distortions of irfilte 
lifstort>ins that, directly and Indirectly, helped construct and/or 
support false and dlsfavorable black stereotypes. Composing al* 
moj=^t a separate vein of research activity, black historians and 
i^ocl<ilof^i»t8 sought to present historically documented exainples of 
nlc-icks wi\o disproved rhe unfavorable Images painted by white 
writers. Alcnouj^h this reactionary, and heroic, style of history 
.OLiHcor^a LiAS/mpaCneC ic treatment while stimulating racial prlde^ 
..c prc^tuced its own exaggerations and did not totally relate Co 
cue /uil .^cope of experience*; of the great majority of black 
poopjfe- ir* recent years, however, the hlsto^lographlcal study 
o} tiiack AmoricariS has entered the mainstream of historical schoi*- 
arsnip with a force vibrant enough to Illuminate che annals of 
vVmorlcan and world history, 

Writing a history of the black American is a precedent*- 
setting activity simply because the American Ifegro is a unique 
creature; he has no counterpart anywhere and no predecessors. 
Black history, nevertheless, has points of contact with any 
other **hlstory" in that it is a portryal of strengths and 
weaknesses of a human race-* vhlch 



iH It* N^iy tt*fl A mtory ralevanc «nd patcinanc co cha llvai of all acn* 

X 

yorn ^ r :i I }\ 1 rt to r t <M 1_ Arrount^ 

t 

*'1'lu^ cvoncs o( Che summer of 1967 ara in large 
p.trt Che culntnatton of 300 years of racial 
pn^Jtidtcc* Mu9C Americans know liccle of cha 
ortglns of Che racial schiam aepuracing our 
vhice and Negro ^icisens* We call on hiacory 
noc CO Juscifyi but Co explaini for black and 
white Americana » a itata of lllnd/' 

Rioc CoiMiision RttporCi 1968 

Some tnceresting dccempci pt preianclng general hlicoriaa of black 
Amoricnna can be found int John Hope Franklln*i From Slavery to FreedoU 
■,A I HnCory of Negro Americana , Meiar and Rudwick's Froii| Flancacion to 
Ghetto, John P* Davia' The American Nftgro Reference Book , and Johnion 
PubliflhthS Coropany*a The a>ony Pictorial Hietorv of Black America * 

Cumulatively! these works present a large portion of the eaeential 
faces of black history starting from the early ages to Africa* To some 
readers^ cho hiscory of black Americans conmenced with the docking of 
Che slave ships on the shores of the New World* Black history » however » 
nae* iL£> true roots in remotest antiquity on the ancestral continent^ 
africa* Thes€ ^Voots'^ have been acientif ically verified as a consequence 
of cultural artifacts retrieved In archaeological axcavationa* 

The works of these and other authors describe events and ideas 
that have aignlf icantly influenced the atatuSi progreSa» and general 
theoretical ^'assimilation** of blacks into the American aystan^ which 
in recent times » has asaunad a "new and dlffatmt dlapoiltloiii** No 
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lM<M*,rv ATi* iUv nLtJority of blacks nt0ating thosa chi»ctcrlfttica which 
Nr|>.itMt«^«l ihim from the whlt« American iMinitrcaw* The pcndulim of 
r^u f.tt .tw.ttmrfi^ Uno projected more "NftgroM** into • piychological 
rciiJi»£iaiuM* of pride ond acceptance of the beeuty of bleckneee* 

In r.vvinf, tho hUtory ot cha Anorlctn blacki cogUtblt dltcutiloni 
df thr blnckji of Canadei the Catribbean* end Latin AMrica ere preaented 
In their ovn unique contributory rolee* An Ipportent theHi reeounding 
In t*ach of the identified worlib ie e dietinct coneideretion for the 
forco9 of Amcricen hietory thet interrelated with blecli hietory* It 
ia imperative to qualifyingly reillerate the hietory of the Weetern 
Hemisphere auch that the true participetory profile of Blecka cen be 
drawn. There ia little doubt thet hietoricel forcee ere ell perveeive 
and penetrate boundariea of race end clasa* 

Bennett (1971) haa made aome intercating obaervetiona on coopre* 
hom^ive accounts of Black history* He has remarked thet African-Americen 
history acts as a revolutionary teappreieal of a society from the 
perspective of the man on the bottom* Noreoveri it ia hiatoricslly 
y^'" Improper to view the American heritage ee solely e Euro-American 

' /*N heritage* America ia an African as well as a European invention* Valid 
accounts of the true nature and scope of American and/or Afro-American 
history should dismiss the tendencies of white-oriented media who 
identify the American experience solely with the Euro-^American experi*^ 
Vclr^ ^encei thus calling Airo-American history the actual hiatory of America* 
Black American hiatory — the hietory of Africeo Americana — ia **e 
standing refutation of thie thought teodencyt Africen-Americen hiatory 
frankly informa ua that there ii eside from the luro-Amerieeii history* 
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•nother hlttoryi •noth«r rMllty — anothT Awarlca . It t«ll« u« 
further th«t It 1« lnpo««lbl« to erMt« "AMrletn** hlttory without 
reeognlilni th« f«l«« unlVKMllty of th« **hl«tory** th« Mjorlty of 
th« lltor«tu^« prop«g«t««* 

Th« Mrly and contMporary ••pact* of African hlitory ha* u4« 
Itt lapaet on tht llt«r«tur«. Th« hUtory, •eofWttle*, r«ll|10fti and 
politic* of Africa and h«r pMpl* ar« dl«cua«*d In th« work* of 8«f«l 
(African Profllet ). Ktatlity (Tha Polltlci of PtrtnwhlP) . Duffy 
( Portuftal In Africa ). Ollvar and Faia fA Short Hlatorv of Africa) , 
rirac (Swith Waat Afrtea ), and Meora and Batar ftiodarn Paatrv ftoa 
Africa ). Tha United Fadaratlon of Taachara haa r«c«ntly publlahad « 
atudy gulda and curriculum outllna antltled "Tha Hlatory of Black 
America*** It hat ••••••«d and Intarpratad faeta^ hlatorleal and 

contenporary* of algnlfleanca to blacks and othar Anarlctantt Ita ^ 
objectivity and faetualnaaa nay prova grin raadlng for iona* Tha 
gulda la dlvldad Into 10 unlta* each with approprlataly ralavant 
aetivltlaai blbliographyi and A-V natarlala* 

Undoubtably ona of tha noat volumJnoua and exhauatlva praaenta- 
tlona on tha hlatory and culture of tha Aaarlean black la Tha Hagro 
AlmanaC f Ploakl and Brown, tha Almanac ks adltora* haa collcctad and 
scholarly conpilad an unpracadantad rapoaltory of data on black 
Anarlca* In very few single volunee la there such conprehenelva 
coverage of so nany different topics* The dete presentad cen anly 
be obteinad in ana other nanner — through e detelled research of 
Multiple eeurcee In only the noet wall-equipped llbrerlest 



Tha Wctro Alfcinac itirta itm chronolocy of blMk history and 
culture with thm •rrlval of ChrUtoph» ColurtM In "India** in 14M< 
Tho aditori taka cara to atntlon that thair contribution It conearMd 
prlMrlly with Ha|to hlatory aa lt*a dlractly ralatad tn tha Vtoltad 
States black. Althouth attantlon It dltactad tovtrd othar aapact* 
of Nc|ro hlator/i In tana of othar contlnanta and couPtrlaoi cha 
Mjorlty of attfrtiaala la on tha Waatarn Haalaphara and tha U.S.A. Tha 
Alaanac cottprahanalvaly docuwiata tha hlatorlcal achlavaaaiita of tha 
No|ro andi In many Inataneaai haa prMmtad an M«y*to-f ollaw chronolaiUtl 

afifiount such thit ont un fionvMlMtly tnA qyUkly ptruit • toul moh 

af AMrlcan Mairo hlatory. 

Tha Almanac ^a attanpta to quaoch tha thlrat for Ntiro hlatorlcal 
data C'akaa auch topical foraa aat 

- ravlavlnt tha alfnlflcant doctaanta In Na|ro AMrlcan hlatory 
durlni 1688^1966. Thaaa raaoliitlont» laglalatlva «nactMnta» 
conatltutlonal anandnanCai axacutlva proclaMtlonai and protl- ' 
dantlal apaachaa hava axtr«M ralavanca to tha polltlcali 
aconomlCi and aoclologlcal atatua of blacka In AMrlca. 

- ravlavlni nuMroua landmarkai Mmaantai ahrlnaa and othar 
polnta of Intaraat In Aaarlca of ralavanca to blacka 

* tha davalopnant and growth of tha niaiarotta civil rlghta 
organlsatlona 

* Nagro population growth and dlattlbutlon 

- tha axplolta of Hagroaa In tha atlltary MtablialiMftt 

* tha Magro rallglout tradition 

* noteworthy WftOipllataMiita o( Mtiro *lrirtta** 
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t ntXiiv tu Nr^ro niPW9p«|iM«^ ^rlodlctlt, py^llthMt, •fi4 

- »MMi 1 If Oft r**r 1 

nMuv »thir rcUtod toplet* Tu/chmMrt^ chMt li t etc«|orlf*d 
blb)ioftr.ii>tty IdcncUylnft blo|r«phle«l, hUcorlcal^ tnd jinrMllt llctr* 
iitiiriN Vtv Ht'^r o Alminfl C ctn b« tn iMtUiirtblt rMOurct (or tMCtlMt 
uf rvrry Irvol of rduciclnn. 

Fnllfvvini ir« och«r •Ifnlfictnc vorka chtc prM«nc tccounct of 
hUitt hUcory In t sor* InfoiMlt but teholtrly^ Mimtrt teufkdtrt 
RoddlnA* Thr Uonc»o«c ItoaJ I Anw toncwipt m4 Jtek Conroy, Anypltct 
J!«i!lji*>Xt ind BonJtvU QuatlM^ Th# Wtro In tht HikltiM o( imMic% » 
Unr.Hiun lUi(h«B> with Mllcon tUlCMi « woct ch* cwc (or M Mctllmcly 
UlitiitrdCcd A Pictorial HUtory of thm ItoAro in Atri<* > 

ThrHO Arc good colltccloM of prlMry tottrcM on Nttro hUcoryt 
i;iJh<r«: O«ofi«tty« The BurJ#n of iUc» l John Hop« PrMklln ^nd Itldort 

M.,, Vhi - Nci-.ro in 20th Century Aatrict t Milton Hnltt«r^ 96*% Ifl 
.r 'W.. w^>ru M A ; u»tory of th» A i Mrlciin Mntro t Ftoiiclt L* trodtrlek 

V V*- in*'/, .'AHm H-^^ro Proft Thouaht in th» TWantlatt^ Caatury * 
.. .u m..t...fu Loror. lUti« tvwitn^#i< Th* WMro In Anarlem autory. 

Mar. ai JuootM:. fu««d hlttotletl 4ocuMfit« ittto u «lo^Mt play 
oncitJM In Whltv* Aiwrlca * 
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Hi ml ory i*_tth .i riiy<;hologlCjil ParnPocylv 

**X\%c nrcit tlAlUrlty In cultural altuatlon 
between the Negro paopla In til AMrlca and 
th« %riUto South ohould not bo ovorlookod* 
M.iny of tho (onorol thln^o which con bo oold 
About tho Nofrooi hold truo. In lorgo ftooouro, 
of tho whlto Southorfloro.** Owwor tfrrdol, 1944 

Ono of tho MOt co«prohoooUo otudloo on block 
20th crntury lo Hyrdol^o M Aaorloon Dlloatto. In 



in tho 




r^liirl hw l\irsons and Clarkt educators snd pftychologi«t« ra-cxmina 

ni tlu* R.imi' t>tohiemn and laAueo invostigated by Myrdal «oiiie 
thirty viMVR Wilcox presents some related iftsues M he •sftctiblM 

.itiJ ropnrts on ftomo of the reaeatch and writing activitiea of black 
jvjvrholo>;l5it«, Wilcox's book« The Paychological ConseQucncea of Baint 

:l ^'\!!^^^.*!!.^'/Jil!iIl* ^^^^ A> *n inatriment for developing an undaratand* 
in^ ;iiid awatcncsa of thia moat difficult and coaplax area of human 
interaction through the aediuii of tha writinga of black acholarai 

lUstorlans have often noted that the vldth and depth of Our 
understanding of historical events can be influenced significantly 
by that which the present allows us to acre fully comprehend about 
the |ia9Ci In this aspect* It'a conceivable that activltiaa of variouf 
black-oricntcd profcasional apacial interest groups may yield data 
capabic of providing new or different inaighta pertinent to tha 
substance of black historyi 

A number of recently convened regional ^nd national confarancea 
ha^ seen the advent of special caucus groupsi Thaae caucuses ware 
formed Cor the basic purpose of directing more sttenCion to problems 
that historically have become identified with certain minority groups* 
TticKc problems* down through the yearai either were not dealt with 
or wt^re dealt with inefficiently by aoclety In general and tha con* 
ferences in question apacif ically* 

Tha contributions these caucua groups make In atimlatint 
scholarly activity Into tha total black apactrum while enlightanlng 
the public and ahaping policy and ptaetlca e«ii aaalat In th« Illumination 
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<'i Hi Mir <i^irk<T innnl» of black hiitory* Through um)er0tandii;g 

« V'<M't«' <i«H' cnw more clearly comprehend the spirit of their peet end» 
timely, honor interpret eny embiguitiee of their hietory* The 
NactoiMl AsAociotion of Black Peychologiete» the Bleck Child Develop- 
mvixt In^tituto* ond the other epeciel incereet groupe in euch orgeniteclone 
M the Council for EKceptionel Children ere eddreeeing ieeuee thec 
hAvr rclev.ince to thoee Inttroitad in § toctl pMipictlVi of bltck 
hifitory* The ceucueea etteapt to bring to beer the Cotel force of 
their ficlde on the problem* thet plegue sinoritiee* 

W. DuBoie* An ABC of Color is en interesting example of 

hou a triunal marriage of psychology^ history^ end the scientific study 
of soctal problems can yield new insights on the historicel experiences 
oi Americans of African deacent* The pupular DuBois hss contributed 
voh;nuii(nisly co tlic literature* Some other notable works of his are: 
*V\\* SuniM^snion of the African Slave Trade to the USA » The Souls of 
\\\. \ Joitf, jiu^ Cif t of Black Folk ^ Black Reconstruction , Color and 
ih\'':*SL:\^'X^ "Hto World and Africa > John Br own » The NeRro ^ Dark Princeas * 
BuUoi^ dtod recently in hia native land» Africa^ where he went to reside 
when Che expression of his views made living there more scceptable than 
residing here in America* 

An emotionally and intellectually stimulating book of recent 
vintage authored by C* E* Silberman entitled CriSia in Black and White 
makes an offer to increase unders tending between the reces by enalysint 
eome of the historicel mythi propageted by whltee of blacks end vice 
verse. Silberman tekee Chi potlclen CheC eonfronCeClofi with felee 
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r**:ui-^ oi r4Mi procorils achieving A greater level of underAtandlng» 

AnjlvMrn tiy i>^yclioLoglota have been significant in assisting in 
i\u- iM'ystiiLl Ization or the effect historical events and experiences 
li;iv(* had on the present-day pragmatic behavior of individuala who*re 
stronf*Ly tied to their paat. As far as the black perspective is con** 
cern4*4l, Cri?r and Cobb*a Black Rage and The Jcsua BaR are two popularly 
accliilmcd works. Another booki la yet not as popular but destined ta 
be tto, la Jamea P» Coiner*8 Beyond Black and White * This latter work 
is definitely one of rhe moat comprehenaive and well researched 
analyses of blacks in America^ Comer has accepted a self-imposed 
ch^lLenee to psychologically diaaect the affect of racism on blacks 
and wiiitesi white inatitutionSi and white-'oriented power Strueturea* 
Comet dcola spocifically with such Issues/questiont stt 

- Immlgranta "made it" why can*t the niggera? 

- All of us, whitea and blackai atarted out even, if you work hardi 
gcr an education^ anyone can make it* 

- Wliy did some blacka **mak6 it** in apite of the obstacles? 

- Why is it poasible to provide better Joba, good houaing. health 
iizxd education oppor tunitiea and atill fail to solve the race 
prob Icm? 

" Uow racism helps whitea atay sane. 

*- Is the racial problem really racial? 

* Why whitea want blacka to be overaexed and dlaruptivsi 

- An unexpected prescription for racial psacS* 
Comer's contribution is commsndablsi 
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Somo other nacorlal chac dwervea Ju«c aa nueh comnandacloD arai 
M* Li Klng*a Why We Can*t Walt and Stride Tovard FracdoM * 



III 

Socio*Hlatory 

**Thc Negro la a barometer of all Amarlca*a 
Inatltutlona and values* He la a test of 
Whether or not the free enterprlae system 
really works* For» as Franklin D* Rooaevelt 
aaldi *The teat of our aoclety la not whether 
we give more to those who already have enought 
but whether we give enough to those who have 
too little.*** 

Whitney Young, 1964 
The duty of describing and defining the history of **lnvlslble 
men*'» of plain ordinary Negroea» Is no easy task; hovever» aoclologlsts. 
Journalists^ and creative writers have been contrlbutora and have valu- 
able material for consideration* Two poetic attempta to tell the atory 
of typical blacks (or Negroea In thoae days) are DuBols* Soula of Black 
Folk and Richard Mrlght*s 12^000^000 Black Volcea * Ray Stannard BakerU 
ancient Following the Color Line Is another of several stimulating 
journalistic accounta* Robert Cohen *a The Color of Man attacka the 
hlatorlcal and aoclologlcal prejudlcea and propaganda associated with 
**color*** The Color of Man la **a aurvey of the facta about eolor» baaed 
on research by experts In numerous flelda» such as biology, anthropPlogy 
hlatoryi psychology^ and sociology* It atrlkea a blow for **replaclng 
prejudice with Informed opinion/* 

Richard Dorson*s American Negro Folktalea glvea additional Inelght 
Into the black experience la irtilte America, Klch Insight een elso be 
gernerad frott the mritlfigi of aueh euthora tangetoti ttigheet 
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Jamea Weldon JohnBon, Ralph Elliaon« Claude McKay, Rich&rd Wright, 
Gwen Drooka, Lorraine llannbarry, Nikki Gicfvanni, and Jamea Baldwin^ 

A number of sociological atudiea more within the realn of 
acadcmia can be quite useful to historians and other conaumera of 
hiatory* Some of such works aret C* S* John8on*6 Growing Up in the 
Black Bolt and Shadow of tha Plantation ; E* F* Frazier*s The Negro 
Family in the United Statea and Black Bourgeoiaie ; Drake and Clayton*a 
Black Metropolia ; and Clark* a Dark Ghetto * Two other , socio-hiatorical 
piecea that complement Drake and Clajrton, and Clark are Spear*a Black 
Chicago > and Oflofflky*e Barlemi The Making of a Gh6tto # Itorrington'e 
The Other America pteaents cogent analyaes on hiatotically relevant 
topica* E* Eric Lincoln has contributed much to black literature* of 
particular relevance here is la Anyone Listening to Black America ! 
consider alao Pettigrew*a A Profile of the Negro American * 

Schulz deals with the queation of explaining *Vhat it*a like** 
to grow up in a black ghetto* He examinee* quite thoroughly* the 
activitiee encountered by children "struggling to reech meturity*** 
The mejor content of hie book* Coming Up Bleck ■ Petterns of Ghetto 
Socialization * ie compoeed of discueeione end reveletions expressed 
to the writer over e three end one-helf yeer period by 108 members of 
ten femiliee living in e public housing project* The euthor hes ttade 
e worthwhile self-criticism* tie hes edmitted thet the euthor*a 
interpretetion of the meterlel expreeeed ie quite eubjective end 
represent the perspective of e middle*clese white cen only leera 
of the black experience ~ not experience it« Hiie ehould be eeriouely 
borne in mind when reading the dete« 



1*. 

IV 

The Proces^t Mo vrmrnt 

I **nrlnnln(; about ch^nnc in this complex fiocicty 
\\ requires the discipline of orf;anization and 
V the discipline to sustain effort in the .face 

of entrenched resistance* Discipline does not , 
develop out of relationships that permit and 
even promote sham, subterfuge, and jive behay^ 
ior. One of the first movea of all revolution* 
aries is to develop discipline among the 
undisciplined peasant end working*class youthi 
The second move is to deal with jivers* Some 
of the brightest young blacks in America are 
lost to constructive black efforta^ many of 
them through narcotic and alcohol addiction* 
Addicts do not bring revolutions ** violent 
or nonviolent* social or cultural* Anyone who 
claims he is ^working for the people* while 
strung out on drugs» robbing elderly ladies 
and atealing community program funda to feed 
his habit is a jiver» despite the tendency of 
white pseudo-allies to regard him as a martyr 
who is utterly fascinating to watchi From a 
distance, of course* Jamea Comer 1972 

When the riota of the early and mid*sixtiea shocked the psyche of 

the American community, millions of whites began asking* **Uhat does the 

Negro want? He*s got Willie Hays* Ralph Bunche, Leontyn Price and 

Marion Anderson, Sammy Davis, Jr*, and Jackie Robinaon* Vhat does he 

want?** Thiawaa a reaction to what was considered the introductory 

phaae of the black protest movement* However, the 1960 riots in 

Chattanooga^ Bilexi» and Jacksonville, snd the 1964 riots in Harlem* 

Rochester^ Jersey City» Fsteraon» Eli2sbeth» Chicsgo« snd Fhilsdelphis» 

even the 1966 riot in Hew Orlesna where 30 black homes were burned and 

countleaa peraons injured did not mark the beginning of the black pro* 

teat movament* It goss beck much further* The black man^a rejection 

of his assigned inhumane and lowly statue has ita roots in the physical 

and paychological nonaccaptenca of the practical realities of slavery 

axpariancad by -the flrat black alava on the first ahlp of 1619« 
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The contemporary manifestation of black protest is the 
latest link in a historical chain of protest that stretches as 
far back as the first antagonistic gesture of blacks to white kid- 
nappers on the shores of Africa* One of the first documented pro- 
test actions in this country occurred in 1663* Black slaves and ^ 
white servants in Gloucester^ Virginia had planned a revolt but 
were betrayed by a servant* Within the period between 1663-1864, a 
minimum of 109 documented slave revolts occurred^ with 55 occurring 
on slave ships at sea« 

Slavery, the fundamental cause of all protest of any people, 
actually started on the shores of what was become the USA with 
the arrival of the Europeans from the Old Worlds and of Negroes 
from the Dark Continent* The treatment endured by the slaves ulti- 
mately led to numerous acts of protest varying iii scope and force^ 
Although the specific causes of the riots, conspiracies, and gen- 
erally tense situations varied, and continue to vary with the 
times, the protests of the past and present share a number of 
commonalities* Foremost is that they are all expressions of the 
black man*s displeasure with his status and position In American 
society: first as a slave^ then as segregated student, laborer^ sol- 
dier, resident^ etc* 

The movement encompassed violent as well as nonviolent acta^ 
Some of the nonviolent acts were» In fact» ''adjustment mechan- 
isms** for dealing with what was perceived as an overpowering and 
practically insurmountable problem* Probably the most histor- 
ically popular adjustment mechaniem was the **eeparate fingera 
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doctrine*' espoused in 1895 by Booker Washington. The state- 
ment assumed tremendous weight among whites and many blacks be-* 
cause Washington, the founder of Tuskegee (Ala*) Institute, had 
been labelled, by the white communication media, "the most profla^ « 
inent fbgro in America** and, hence, qualified to speak, act, and 
think for all blacks* 

During the 1895 Cotton States International Exposition in 
Atlanta, and a few months before the U.S. Supreme Court made the 
"separate but equal*' doctrine constitutionally sound in the Hessy 
V* Ferguson case of May 18* 1896, Washington made his momentous 
speech* He called upon his race to concentrate on gaining material 
advantages through work rather than social equality through agita* 
tion or militancy* 

With the influence Washington had with blacks it was assumed 
he had quietly settled the question of the tfegro's proper place 
in the American melting pot* In his speech, Washington stated that 
blacks and whites could subsist equally and simultaneously as does 
each finger on a hand; therefore, whites need not fear independent 
fbgro progress. As could be expected, the view was widely acclaimed 
in the national press and B*T* Washington was heralded (by many 
whites and probably some tfegroes) as a most rational and reliable 
fbgro spokesman* 

Although Washington's Statement waa favorably receivsd by 
whites, an increasingly vocal ssg^ent of Megro leadership chal- 
lenged his theory for its appropriateness for allowing the full 
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realization of one*s Constitutional rights as a citizen* Their 
contention was that Washington's theory was much too narrow in 
conception^ interpretation^ and implementation for the actuali** 
zation of one*fl abilities* This vocal group waa led by W*E*B* 
OuBois who with 30 other Negroes met on July 29 > 1905 at Fort 
£rie> Canada to discuss strategies of aggressive action for men 
who believed in Nagro freedom and growth*^ Out of this union the 
13,agara Movement was founded* The Niagara Movement by 1909 evolved 
into the vocal and strong National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People. Consequently^ bit by bit» Washington's 
theory lost whatever influence it had on the philosophy of Negroes i 
and has become a milestone for showing how far and how fast 
Negro thought has progressed* 

Another interesting historical aspect of the protest move- 
ment revolved around blacks in politics* The historical parti- 
cipation of blacks in politics has been very small* Although 
there have been blacks involved in rebellious activities » none 
w^re elected representatives controlling the machinery of gov- 
ernment* Even the few black men who were in .Congress were not 
able to develop a national black consciousness or a posture of 
national leadershipi probably for no other reason than black 
people were not readyi organizationally and psychologically > 
for a national black political leader* With exceptions such as 
tbtTurner» Harriett Tubman^ Sojourner Truth i Frederick DouglaSi 
and DuBoia^ the Itegro leaders of their time were passive^ meeki and 

O 

ERIC 



18 



exceedingly solicitous of the approbation of the white man« 
Of course, one must consider the fact that the nature of the 
times often dictate the form and structure of the activist pro- 
file one assumes. There were^ however, some black politicians 
who rose above the expected confines of black politicians and 
actually participated in the governmental decision-making pro- 
cess. Four of the ntost prominent black politicians were South 
Carolina's Robert Brown Elliott^ Louisiana's P*B*5. Pinchback, 
Tennessee's Robert Church, and Illinois' OScar S* DePriest* In 
Chuck Stone's Black Political Power in America is a presenta- 
tion of the black man's participation in American politics from 
the Civil War through 1970* Stone's book is a most complete con- 
tribution to the area of^political history* Another interesting 
book along the politico-history ^ or protest movement vein^ is 
fburlin's The Negro in American Ifational Politics * Moon's Balance 
of Power: The fegro Vote ^ Lewin son's IUce» Class, and Party-A 
History of Negro Suffrage and White Politics in the South , and 
Cbleman's The Rise, Fall» and ^ of Adam Clayton Powell are 
commendable literary items in political history* Concludingly, 
see Blaustein and Ferguson's Desegregation and the Lawr The Mean- 
ing and Effect of the School Segreftation Cases for an analysis of 
the Brouen V* Board of. Education caee* Thie is the case that 
htttt hmd the grMtttftt imprint on the American community of any legal 
decision in the history of America* 

The actual accounts of the protest movetnent and its accom^ 
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p/myinn docuincntB (iro contfilnod In Plonk! and Brovn*e The 
Nogro Atm>in>ic; WAF;cow*e From Race Riot to Sit-In ; C* Eric Lin* 
coln'fl l^'iLjjgg ro Pllgrlniaae, In America ; end Llpeet end Raah^e 
The Polltlca of Unref^aon * Theee worke along vlth othere to be 
mentioned ahortly rcprceent some ot the bcet» moet acceeelblc* 
and roadable sourcoB for studying t^ho protest Tnovement and how 
It hae molded and le molded by American hletory and black hle^ 
tory * 

Some worke that present Introductory commentaries on the 
more contemporary violent and nonviolent protest movements are 
Garklnkel*s When ^earoes March and Klng*e Why We Can't Wait * ^ar- 
klnkel describes the 1941 plan to march on Washington, D*C*; while 
Klrvgi in hie oratorical eloquence, explains why the fifties and 
slxLies had to be the pivotal period of decision-rnaking for 
America* Other noteworthy texts: Warren's Who Speaks for the 
^_ eg ro; Lincoln's The Black Muslims in America ; Zinn's SNCC: The 
New Abolitionists ; Carmichael and Ilanilton's Black Power ; the 
Politics of Liberation in Anerica ; and the U*S* Government's of^ 
ficial study of the riots of the 1960'a> ¥he Report of the National 
Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders * 

V 

Biographies 

•*There Is one Irrefutable fact of my life which 
hag d ateralned much of what happened to me: I 
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w;i^: a k m;iii in a white world* T never had 
ii m,nii Jackie Roolnson 

SonK> ^Tooil blo^.rnphles of Negro leaders are these: Francis 
L. Itiiittorlck, W*E*B* DuBols ; Samuel R* Spencer, Jr* Booker T* Wash* 
Ington iiml the Hegro's Place In American Life ; E* David Cronon, 
Blai k Mo Bcs: The Story oF Marcus Garvej^ * T hese autobiographies 
demonstrate changing stylea of black leaderahip: Booker T* Wash* 
inptoii, Up From Slavery ; Walter Vfhite, A Man Called Vfhlte ; and The 
Autobi ography oF Malcolm X * See also Jackie Robinson's I Never Had 
il^^i?^* presents an excellent analyaia of hia immenae contribu- 
tions — sports and otherwise — to hla family, people, and country* 



